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New Year General Updates
Introduction
First let me wish you a Happy New Year......
As 2021 begins we have received several notices and questions from various organisations and individuals
which members may find interesting and could give some input...
Normally, these are items which our Chairman, Don, would announce at the beginning of our monthly meetings.
However, as these are not happening soon, I thought I would put these together a quick Newsletter to keep you
informed.
Obviously, at this stage, will still have no idea how this year will pan out, but we will keep you fully informed when
there is some clarity concerning this year’s activities.
We plan to have a more elaborate Newsletter in early Spring and hopefully, as an optimist, I am always hopeful
that in that edition things will be becoming a bit clearer.
Meanwhile take care knowing, at the very least, the days a getting longer and we can be looking forward to the
spring and better weather.
Anthony Green, Society Secretary; January 2021

Alcester History Newsletter
The January 2021 edition of the monthly newsletter from the
Alcester & District Local History Society is now available.
They will have no meetings at their Alcester venue, St
Benedict's, for the first quarter of 2021, after which meetings will
be dependent upon Government guidance on holding large
meetings and social distancing.
The Society will keep members up to date with developments in
forthcoming newsletters.
The items covered in the January newsletter are :
•
•
•
•
•
•

From the Chairman
Last Months Meeting on Zoom
Oversley Bridge
The Green Dragon at Sambourne
Programme of Meeting (Zoom) January - April
How to obtain the latest edition of ‘Local Past’

Unfortunately, the Society has not updated their website
newsletter downloads http://www.alcesterhistory.org.uk/pages/
newsletters.html since the beginning of the pandemic in
February 2020.
I have therefore made this newsletter available on our website
at:
h t t p : / / w w w. r e d d i t c h h i s t o r y s o c i e t y. o r g . u k / d o w n l o a d /
ADLHS%20JANUARY%2021NL.pdf
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Digital Access to the historical census 1861-1911
I received this communication earlier this month. I have downloaded and had a brief look at the publication and it
looks interesting.
Dear Secretary,
I am contacting you because I believe local and family history societies deserve better access to the historical
census ie those of 1861-1911, and of course 1921 in due course. This digitised resource, funded by The National
Archives out of taxation, has been limited in its utility by the paywall which is operated by Ancestry.com and
others.
I have written an article explaining why this arrangement impairs local historical studies, and why it should be
amended. The location of the data I have used to illustrate this argument has little to do with your area, but the
principle is the same: making the public pay twice to see public records is no longer acceptable.
Here is the link to the paper. There are no copyright limitations by agreement with the publisher, Edinburgh
University Press. So please distribute the paper to your members as you see fit.
Just click on the link.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/345503693_Making_the_Census_Count_Revealing_Edinburgh_1760-1900

Yours sincerely,
Richard Rodger, FRHS, FAcSS
Professor Emeritus, University of Edinburgh

Questions..Questions...
From time to time I am contacted with questions concerning the history of the town. In some cases I can answer
them, others, I know someone who can, and others neither of these work.
Below are two questions for you to look at. If you know the answer, or know where the answer can be found,
could you contact me. I can either give you the e-mail address of the questioner so that you can contact them
directly, or pass the answer to them, whichever you prefer.
Question 1
Lodge Cottage, Lodge Road.
Hi & hello,
I wonder if you put me in touch with someone in your history society who coul help me with a bit of a family
history puzzle.
I have been passed archive letters written from the address of 'Lodge Cottage' by my Grandfather and another
even an older member of the family but the contents of the letter give no indication as to why they are there.
What I hope to find out somehow is whether this address was a domestic residence, or if it was a medical
establishment of some kind.
From what I understand so far is that although the road is still there, Lodge Cottage has now disappeared.
Many thanks for your help in advance,
Best regards, Anthony Fielding
Question 2
Hi there,
We live on Other Road in Redditch and recently found 2 membership cards of a local Druid group.
I was wondering if anyone would be able to shine any light on the history of this at all?
Thanks very much in advance.
Heather
You will find the images on Page 3. The document is fascinating and is certainly new to me! - Tony
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Images of local Druid Group membership cards
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BALH On-line Webinars

I have looked at the webinars available and, of interest to members, and not necessarily for use for the Society, is
the BALH Digital Webinar: How to grow your local history social media presence.
The one-hour webinar is on Wednesday 10th March 2021 at 6:00pm and is with BALH’s Social Media Fellow,
Daniella Gonzalez. Daniella will introduce the various social media platforms available and how local history
societies can best use them to promote their work and engage with the wider history community.
Details are at:
https://www.balh.org.uk/event-balh-balh-digital-webinar-how-to-grow-your-local-history-social-media-presence2021-03-10?utm_medium=email&utm_source=BALH&utm_campaign=newsletter-792.
This is free for BALH members (which means the Society but not the membership) and open to non-members for
a small fee.
They are trialling an initiative to offer a discount for BALH Society Members to pass on to their membership and
each society has been issued with a discount code for this purpose. I have the discount code for the Society, which
reduces the fee to £3.
If you are interested in taking part, please contact me for the discount code.
For details of future events check their website www.balh.org.uk/balh-events.
Anthony Green, Secretary
secretary@redditchhistorysociety.org.uk
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