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Hi All,

We had an excellent meeting for our last before our August break, with an 

attendance consisting of 46 members and 19 visitors, so a total of 65. 

Since the beginning of 2025 we have achieved, over the six meetings from February 

to July, an average audience of 56, with three meetings having over 60, which is very 

encouraging. We will recommence in September for the remaining four meetings of 

2025.

On the remaining pages of the Newsletter, which covers both July and August, we 

have: 

On page two is the ‘Coming Events’ section. 

Our next meeting is on Monday 8th September and is entitled ‘Redditch 1939 to 

1945: How our town supported the War Effort’ and is given by, yours truly, Anthony 

Green

Also, we have the latest information on events/exhibitions during the summer 

holidays at Forge Mill Needle Museum.

Page 3 Is a report on the ‘Ten Birmingham Women’ given by Henrietta Lockhart at 

our July meeting.

Pages 4 to 7 relates to the current WW2 80th anniversary as it concerns our first 

History Society curated exhibition in 2011 at Forge Mill Needle Museum which was 

‘Redditch in Wartime’. This was a really extensive exhibition, and it is good to 

remember how much work went into it. The article relates to a specific poster display 

and the subsequent work carried out by the Canning family. 

On page 8 I have posted the leaflet for the Heritage Open Day at Forge Mill Needle 

Museum on September 21st.

Next Meeting…

Our next Meeting is on Monday 8th September 2025 see page 2 for information. 

The meeting will be, as always at the Oasis Christian Centre starting at 2.00 pm.

Anthony Green, Society Secretary

E-mail: tony.rhs@btinternet.com       Tel: 01527 61434
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Our next meeting is on Monday 8th September and is entitled ‘Redditch 
1939 to 1945: How our town supported the War Effort’ by Anthony Green

2/8

Next Meeting

part of history and describe it using Redditch and the area as an example. It is 

surprising how important our little town was in WW2 and how it made a contribution to 

almost every aspect of the war. 

Exhibition: Sat 19 July to Sat 30 August 2025   TITANIC: HONOUR AND GLORY
The summer  exhibition contains a collection of genuine and rare artifacts from the 

Titanic and her sister ships Britannic and Olympic. Discover more about the allure of 
Titanic through original ephemera and the personal stories of those on board.

The first meeting after our August break is timed to 

coincide with the year of the 80th anniversary of the end 

of  WW2. In the presentation I will cover: Redditch 

industry and the factory workers, The Home Guard and 

the defence of Worcestershire, the bombs that fell on 

Redditch, raising money for the war effort, food 

production, evacuees, and the celebrations at the end 

of the war.

Redditch is an amazing town. You can take almost any

KIDS GO FREE – Free entry for kids from 19 July to 
31 August, when accompanied by a paying adult.
PLUS: Titanic themed activities throughout the 
summer:
Outdoor trail in the grounds of Forge Mill (all days)
Wednesdays – ‘Games on Deck’ from 10.30am to 
3.00pm (free of charge)
Fridays – ‘All at Sea Craft Activities’ from 10.30am 
to 2.30pm (£1 per child)
PLUS: Other summer activities at the museum, 
including  ‘Tea-Tanic Experience’. https://www.forgemill.org.uk 

Please Note : There will be no meeting in August  
.

https://www.forgemill.org.uk/
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‘Ten Birmingham Women’
Henrietta Lockhart,  University of Birmingham. 

Report by Anthony Green of the presentation at the meeting of  

the Redditch History Society on 14h July 2025 . 

3/8

It was great to have Henrietta back at the Society and her talk this 

year  revolved around Margaret Nettlefold, a well-educated and 

confident Victorian woman, born into a prominent Birmingham 

industrial dynasty and destined to marry into another. It drew upon 

objects from the collection held at Winterbourne House and Garden - 

exploring her life and those of other women associated with her. 

During her presentation we met suffragettes, academics, artists, a 

ladies' maid - and a baby.

Margaret was born into the Birmingham Chamberlain family, her uncle 

was Joseph Chamberlain, and she married into another famous 

Birmingham family, the Nettlefolds, so she had a very privileged 

background. She and her sisters were well educated going to good 

schools, had spells on the continent and went on to University. 

Margaret went to Cambridge but, at this time, women were allowed to 

do the course but could not receive degrees.

What was particularly remarkable about Margaret was she recorded 

everything that happened. She kept a very detailed diary, recorded 

the activities of everyone in her employ, kept records of all the 

household accounts, plus letters etc. These covered 40 years and 

were donated to Winterbourne by her grandchildren and provide a 

remarkable archive.

.. 

when it came to servants it was quite different. When the family went on holiday, they took their 

servants with them. One holiday one of the staff drowned and the entry in Margarets diary said 

’Agnes Power Drowned’, that’s all!

You may have noticed by now that I have made no attempt to cover the ‘Ten Birmingham Women’ in 

any detail and this is simply because Henrietta gave such a wide ranging and meticulous analysis of 

the subject that, frankly, you just had to be there to appreciate it. 

I will just finish by saying that it was an excellent talk and it was given to a very attentive and 

appreciative audience. I am pleased to say that Henrietta has agreed to come back to the Society 

next year with another of her talks.

 

other women who were part of her wide range of 

contacts. 

Margaret had her tragedies, her mother, Louisa, died 

while Margaret was pregnant with her first child. So, 

she named the baby after her mother. Sadly, within 

months the baby had died.

Although the family were liberal and were non-

conformists, Henrietta pointed out the large disparity 

between the classes. While Margaret went into great 

detail with regard to her circle of friends and colleagues, Three Generations of the Nettlefold Family, 1920s'

John Byam Liston Shaw - Margaret 

Nettlefold before Her Dining Room 

at Winterbourne 1904

From this archive it is 

possible to trace the 

stories of her sisters and 
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Gertrude Canning – A Wren for 99 Days
It seems an extraordinarily long time ago, but in 2011 the History Society produced its 
first major exhibition at Forge Mill Needle Museum. 
The subject was ‘Redditch in Wartime’ and we were ‘young’ and very keen at that time, 
and we did significant advance publicity trying to get as many people involved and we 
had quite a bit of support from the local press, particularly the Redditch Standard.
I had telephone calls from local people giving their stories when one day, unexpectedly, I 
had a telephone call from Ireland. This was from Liam Canning who was researching the 
story of his aunt Gertrude’s short life and tragic death.

So, again, a few weeks ago I had, again out of the blue, another telephone call from Liam 
to let me know that he has found out all he can about the story and has  published a 
book which  is called “GERTRUDE CANNING: A WREN FOR 99 DAYS - Unravelling the 
Mystery of the Murder of the Donegal Wren in Inveraray, Scotland  in 1942”.  
He thought it might be of interest to our members as Redditch features in Chapter Two – 
“Gertrude’s New Life.”  This chapter looks at her time in Redditch, Redditch in WW2, The 
Luftwaffe bombings of the Redditch and Alcester area in 1940 and her joining the WRNS.
It also critically re-examines the original investigation into her death drawing on 
extensive research official records accessed through F.O.I. requests and direct 
conversations with Police Scotland and challenges the conclusions reached at that 
time, raising the unsettling question: Did the authorities allow Gertrude’s killer escape 
justice? 
I am, of course, delighted to share this story as, although Gertrude only spent 2 years in 
Redditch, it does form a part of our local history and illustrates, yet again, the wide-
ranging impact of our small town.
Liam sent me a copy of his pre-prepared press statement and some background info 
about his journey that led to the book being written. He also included some images from 
which I have used a selection.
So, I will leave it to Liam in his press release to explain the story behind the book. {Page 7)

Liam Canning at Gertrude’s Memorial Stone at Inverary.

She lived and worked in Redditch for 
two years before joining the Wrens and 
being sent to Scotland. Liam supplied 
us with information he had found to 
date and, with some information we 
had managed to find locally, we were 
able to produce the posters which I 
have reproduced on pages 5 and 6.
Just an aside. The remarkable thing 
about computers and computer storage 
is that even though I created the posters 
14 years ago with a now obsolete desk 
top publishing software, it is still 
possible to find and reproduce them!
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A powerful new book, Gertrude Canning: A Wren 
for 99 Days – Unravelling the Mystery of the 
Murder of the Donegal Wren in Inveraray, Scotland 
in 1942, has just been released, shedding new 
light on one of Scotland’s most haunting unsolved 
murders.
It is a deeply personal and heart-breaking 
account of the life and tragic death of Gertrude, a 
young 20-year-old Irishwoman from Ballindrait, 
Lifford, Co. Donegal, murdered in Scotland during 
World War 2 while serving as a member of the 
Women’s Royal Naval Service or ‘The Wrens’ as 
they were more commonly known. 
She had been attacked and shot. Her body was 
discovered in a ditch near a secret wartime 
military base in the Scottish village. 

To this day, no one has ever been brought to justice for her murder, making it one of 
Scotland’s oldest unsolved cold cases. 
More than 80 years later, Gertrude’s nephew, Liam Canning, a native of Ballindrait, Co. 
Donegal, now living in Strabane, Co. Tyrone in Northern Ireland, reopens the case with a 
deeply personal and thoroughly researched account that questions the original 
investigation's findings.
“A Wren for 99 days” challenges the outcome of, and the conclusions reached by, the 
investigating team at the time, raising the unsettling question: Did the authorities allow 
Gertrude’s killer to escape justice?
“This book is both an investigation and a tribute,” says Liam Canning. “Gertrude may 
have been forgotten by the justice system, but she is not forgotten by her family.”  “It also 
sheds new light onto a long forgotten unsolved cold case crime.”

Gertrude Canning: A Wren for 99 Days not only revisits a 
historical injustice but also celebrates the enduring spirit 
of a young woman whose story still connects people 
across generations through memory, love, and justice.
The time has come to tell her story, and this book does 
just that.
“Gertrude Canning: A Wren for 99 Days” was formally 
launched at the Inveraray Inn Hotel, Inveraray on 
Thursday, 26th of June at 8 pm and is also available at 
www.gertrudecanning.com.
Contact details.
Liam Canning, 8 Laurel Drive, Strabane, Co. Tyrone, 
Northern Ireland BT82 9PL. Tel: 02871 884822 (from UK) 
E-mail: lgcanning@hotmail.com
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