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This month  we had 

a presentation by 

Chris Jackson of  

historic postcards.

His presentations 

are always 

fascinating and 

there is a report of 

the meeting on 

pages 3 and 4.

October Meeting A Word from the Editor…

Newsletter

It is now more than six years since I began producing 

the Societies’ Newsletter. It began as a two-page 

publication but during the ‘lockdown’ it increased to eight 

pages. However, during that time it has always been 

produced as a portrait A4 document suitable for printing.

However, with everyone now viewing it on a computer, 

tablet or smartphone, it seems more appropriate to 

change to a ‘screen friendly’ landscape format.

I have kept the same arrangement with regard to 

sections, but, for me, the format gives more flexibility in 

presentation.

I am pleased this month to have input from people who 

have contacted me with local material.

On pages 5,6 and 7, I have given extracts from the 1978 

(50-year anniversary) Redditch Carnival brochure 

supplied by  Stella Barber, and, on page 8, three early 

postcards of Redditch supplied by Jean Thompson.

We had an excellent response for our October 

presentation, with an attendance consisting of 40 

Members, 5 new Members and 13 Visitors, so a total of 

58. 

This was again assisted by an excellent article, based 

on Pat’s press release, in the Redditch Standard.
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Our next meeting is on Monday 10th November and 

is  ‘Needle making in Worcestershire and 

Warwickshire 1640 - 1940’  by Richard Churchley

We are pleased to have 

Richard again at the Society to 

give a presentation. He 

is always interesting and 

entertaining and he is an 

experienced local historian, who 

was awarded a doctorate at the 

University of Birmingham for his

ADMISSION DETAILS  at:
https://www.forgemill.org.uk/web/events/

CREATIVE APPROACHES
Oddfellows Art, are nine artists, each 
with their own specialism – ranging 
from pottery to textiles, and printing 
to painting, who collaborate to bring 
together an exhibition celebrating the 
natural world. 
Working in both 2D and 3D, the 
artists use pattern, colour and 
texture to make their striking 
creations.

Next Meeting
The last exhibition of 2025 runs from 

Wednesday 22nd October to Sunday 23rd  November.

Coming up….

study of changing occupational structure in the rural 

area around  Redditch and Alcester.

So, we can expect another well researched and 

fascinating dip into the early  industrial history of our 

local area.
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Chris has probably the largest range of original 

postcards of Redditch currently avsilable, and we 

are fortunate that he is a member of the Society 

and is willing to present a selection for us.

To date, Chris has given us a tour along the A441 

from Bordesley Corner to Crabbs Cross, and 

postcards from the roads off the main route. In this 

talk, Chris looked at the areas around the town 

centre including Alcester Street, Church Green and 

roads which no longer exist.

Chris used 76 postcards to illustrate his 

presentation and I have selected twelve of them to 

illustrate my meeting report.

In his tour, he began at Church Green, 

perambulated down Church Green East (left), 

arriving at the area between Church Green 

East/Market Place and Alcester Street/Red Lion 

Street (right).
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Moving along, we then went down Alcester Street 

to its junction with Ipsley Street (Pool Place) and 

Chris showed us a wide range of different views of 

the area at different periods.

Amongst the cards, he showed the evolution of the 

Palace Theatre. Left are three of the cards: top is 

range of buildings before the Palace was built, 

middle, the Palace was built but the shop next to 

Grove Street still existed and, bottom is the new 

entrance built at the time of the Redditch New Town 

development.

We then returned along Red Lion Street, with the 

Fire Station etc, and back to Market Place.

Amongst the many views of Market Place, and the 

market, Chris showed us the evolution of 

Woolworths (right), from no Woolworths, to single 

width shop, to the final store which we knew.

This was another fascinating tour of old Redditch by   

Chris, and it was much appreciated by the 

audience.
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I am always pleased to receive input concerning the history of our town, and 

Stella Barber contacted me concerning Redditch Carnival. 

She was clearing her mother’s house recently. Her mother was a Redditch girl 

and was Carnival Queen possibly in 1947.  Her name was Lynnetta Spencer 

of Spencer Needle industry and later Spencer's Mineral Water Co.

Stella found a 50th Anniversary programme of the Redditch Carnival in 1978 

and contacted me before she threw it away. As I was interested, she kindly 

posted it to me  and, over the next three pages, are extracts from the guide.

These publications are easily destroyed as having no value but, in terms of 

social history, it gives a snapshot of how we lived at a particular time. 



Page 6Redditch Carnival
50 years anniversary in 1978  (2 of 3)



Page 7Redditch Carnival
50 years anniversary in 1978  (3 of 3)



Page 8

Web Site www.redditchhistorysociety.org.uk

E-mail: secretary@redditchhistorysociety.org.uk

Three Early Postcards
Jean Thompson contacted me concerning some postcard photos of Redditch, probably pre-WW1 which were in her 

grandparent's collection. She asked if we would like them and, of course, I said that we would be delighted to have 

them. They are all early cards, late 19th/early 20th Century and here they are…

This Newsletter is edited and published 

by Anthony Green, Society Secretary, 

Redditch History Society and is produced 

on behalf of the Society.

and finally….

Looking across ‘The Parade’ to Church Road, 

showing the Literary and Scientific Institute and, on 

the left, the cottages which predated the Redditch 

Building Society building.

Looking down Evesham Street towards the 

town centre cross roads. Who needs wide 

pavements when you can walk in the road!

Redditch Railway Station with quite a number 

of passengers waiting for the train south to 

Studley, Evesham and on to Ashchurch.

http://www.redditchhistorysociety.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@redditchhistorysociety.org.uk
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